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MINUTES OF JOINT MEETING OF THE DUBLIN REGIONAL AUTHORITY AND THE MID-EAST REGIONAL AUTHORITY HELD ON TUESDAY 21 APRIL 2009 IN COUNCIL CHAMBER KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL AT 6.00 P.M.

Present:

Dublin Regional Authority:

           Mid-East Regional Authority:

	Cllr. Pat Hand, Cathaoirleach

	Cllr. Tommy Reilly, Cathaoirleach


	Cllr. Margaret Richardson

	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan


	Cllr. Anne Carter

	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald


	Cllr. Anne Devitt

	Cllr. Rainsford Hendy


	Cllr. Mary Freehill

	Cllr. Jim Holloway


	Cllr. Gerry Horkan

	Cllr. Conal Kavanagh


	Cllr. Dermot Lacey

	Cllr. Kathleen Kelleher


	Cllr. Lettie McCarthy

	Cllr. Paul Kelly


	Cllr. Bronwen Maher

	Cllr. Tony McEvoy


	
	Cllr. John McGinley


		Cllr. Martin Miley


		Cllr. Seamus Murray


		Cllr. Michael Nolan


		Cllr. Michael Lynch


		Cllr. Tom Fortune


		Cllr. Pat Vance


		Cllr. George Jones


		Cllr. Pat Black


		Cllr. James Mangan


		
	Apologies: Cllr. Pat Crimmins

	Cllr. Sylvester Bourke


	                   Cllr. Paddy McCartan

	
	                   Cllr. Maria Baker

	
	                   Cllr. Dessie Ellis

	
	                   Cllr. Christy Burke

	
	                   Cllr. Tony Williams

	
	                   Cllr. Eibhlin Byrne

	

	
	


In attendance:

Mr. Joe Horan, Designated Manager DRA

Mr. Eddie Sheehy, Designated Manager WCC

Ms. Patricia Potter, Director Dublin Regional Authority

Mr. John Byrne, Director Mid-East Regional Authority

Ms. Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines Officer

Mr. Walter Foley, Research Officer RPG Office
Mr. Colm McCoy, RPG Office
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Tommy Reilly, Cathaoirleach, Mid-East Regional Authority.

Item 1

The Members of the two Regional Authorities were formally welcomed to Áras Cill Dara and to County Kildare by Cllr. Senan Griffin the Mayor of County Kildare.  He thanked the Regional Authorities for the work put into the Regional Planning Guidelines to date and wished them the very best in considering the future development guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area.  He said that elected Members of all County Councils and Regional Authorities were there to make decisions and to stand by them, and in these difficult economic times, this puts a greater burden on our publicly elected representatives.  As we reach the end of the Local Authority terms now, he thanked all the Members for their work in the past and wished all the candidates in the forthcoming local elections the very best of luck.

Item 2

Minutes of Joint Meeting held on 20 January 2009.

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Pat Hand and seconded by Cllr. Letti McCarthy and agreed.

Item 3
RPG Review

Ms. Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines Officer for the Greater Dublin Region, gave a presentation on the Review Process for the Regional Planning Guidelines, which was initiated by Public Consultation on the 2 February to the 30 March 2009.  A total of 73 submissions were received and these have all been analysed and organised into themes.  She gave a brief summary of the chapters in the Director’s Report, and said that the final part, part 6 is the most important part of the Report in that it contains the Director’s joint recommendations on the policies to be included and to prepare Regional Planning Guidelines for the area of the Dublin and Mid-East Regional Authorities.

This process is covered by two legal documents namely the Planning & Development (Regional Planning Guidelines) Regulations 2009, and the Planning & Development (Regional Planning Guidelines) Direction 2008.  The Regulations set out a number of procedural requirements in relation to the preparation of the Review and Update of the 2004 Regional Planning Guidelines by Regional Authorities.  These procedural requirements supplement those already set out in the Planning & Development Act 2000.  

The Draft Regional Planning Guidelines must also take account of Appropriate Assessment under the Habitat Directive, and must be consistent with Flood Risk Management Guidelines.  The Guidelines must also include submissions received on the Environmental Report under the SEA Regulations. For the purposes of establishing projected population trends to inform Settlement and Housing Strategies, the Regulations set out that the national and regional population targets prepared by the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government are prescribed for these purposes. 

The Regulations also specify the National Spatial Strategy as being of relevance to the determination of Strategic Planning Policies.  This means that Regional Authorities must take account of the National Spatial Strategy, including any updates, when preparing and making Regional Planning Guidelines.

Ms. Scully confirmed that the refresh of the National Spatial Strategy Policy is being prepared at present and will be published by the Dept. of Environment Heritage and Local Government in the not to distant future.  The final part of the Report includes recommendations from the Directors to allow the Members to make directions to the Directors under Section 7 (6).  These directions are restricted to considering only the proper planning and development of the regions.  To allow for the necessary environmental assessment through the SEA and HAD processes, specific detail on future policies is not considered appropriate at this stage of the process.

Ms. Scully said that the next phase of the process includes research which will be carried out by the Regional Planning Guidelines Team on the issues raised during the Public Consultation Process.  There will be further meetings with the constituent 

County Councils and the Technical Working Group, which will look at the development plans of the counties and how their policies fit with the emerging revised national policy.  Also to be drafted is the policy for the SEA and AA and Flood Risk Assessment.  It is hoped to bring a draft of the revised document to a meeting of the Joint Regional Authorities in October in 2009.

In opening the debate Cllr. Dermot Lacey, Dublin City Council suggested that the references to the Dublin Port Framework in page 67 and the access routes to the countryside in page 98 be further strengthened in the final document.  He suggested that it was very difficult to have effective Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area in the absence of a real and effective Transport Authority for the Greater Dublin Area.  

Cllr. Paul Kelly, Kildare County Council, complemented the staff on the good work done in preparing the document.  However he queried the similarity of the recommendations in part 5 of the Report which weren’t particularly helpful in that they did not give specific recommendations on the points raised in the submissions.  He would have expected more concrete guidance in the document in this regard.  Also he indicated that the recommendations on page 117 were extremely general and not in the detail required by the Members to make final decisions.  

In answering the queries raised by the Members, Deirdre Scully again confirmed that the first section of the Report is a review of the procedures followed by the issues as raised and circulated in the Issues Paper. 

The third part of the Report is the factual listing of the submissions raised, and the opinions and recommendations of the Directors are necessarily light on detail because the recommendations following the SEA, the AA and the Flood Planning Assessment Guidelines were not yet to hand.  Expert advice made available to the Regional Authorities suggested that it would be unwise to make specific recommendations in the absence of this detailed factual outcome from these processes.  The Law is framed in a certain way, and it would be unwise to make specific recommendations at this stage, as it would leave the Regional Planning Guidelines open to legal challenge.  We are still at stage 1 of the process and this is as far as the Regulations will allow the Regional Authorities to go at the present time.  The real discussions and debate will begin in October when the Regional Authorities are presented with a Draft of the Reviewed Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area. 

Following the discussion, the Members noted the document and looked forward to a continuing consideration of the issues raised at a further joint meeting in October.

In closing the meeting, an Cathaoirleach of the Mid-East Region, Cllr. Tommy Reilly thanked all the Members of the two Regional Authorities for their attendance and consideration of the very complex issues raised, and noting that the local elections will be happening in the intervening period, he gave his every best wishes to the candidates going forward for the local elections on the 5 June, and wished everybody well. 

Item 5

Any Other Business

No business arose under this heading.

Signed:_________________________

___________________________

Cllr. Pat Hand




Cllr. Tommy Reilly

Dublin Regional Authority


Mid-East Regional Authority





__________________________

___________________________


Patricia Potter, Director


John Byrne, Director


Dublin Regional Authority


Mid-East Regional Authority

Date:
__________________________

