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Dublin Regional Authority

Údaras Reigiunda Átha Cliath

Minutes of joint Meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority and the Operational Committee held on Tuesday, 17th February, 2009 in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Dublin 2, at 6.30pm
	PRESENT:
	

	Dublin Regional Authority
	Operational Committee

	Cllr. Maurice Ahern
	

	Cllr. Marie Baker
	

	Cllr. Christy Burke
	

	Cllr. Anne Carter
	

	Cllr. Pat Crimmins
	

	Cllr. Dessie Ellis
	

	Cllr. Mary Freehill
	

	Cllr. Peggy Hamill
	

	Cllr. Pat Hand
	

	Cllr. Ruairi Holohan
	

	Cllr. Gerry Horkan
	

	Cllr. Vincent Jackson
	

	Cllr. Dermot Lacey
	

	Cllr. John Lahart
	

	Cllr. Lettie McCarthy
	

	Cllr. May McKeon
	

	Cllr. Bronwen Maher
	

	Cllr. Larry O’Toole
	


Officers Present:  Ms. Patricia Potter, Director and Mr. Joe Horan, Designated Manager
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllrs. Margaret Richardson and Tony McDermott.
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Pat Hand presided.

01/09
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting held on 16th December, 2008 were ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
02/09
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
03/09

Meeting with Minister Dempsey – Dublin Transport Authority
A meeting was held between Mr. Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport on 10th February, 2009 in Leinster House.  This meeting was attended by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Pat Hand, Councillor Dermot Lacey, Councillor Tony McDermott, Councillor Sean Crowe, Councillor Gerry Horkan, Mr. Joe Horan, South Dublin County Manager and Regional Designated Manager and Ms. Patricia Potter, Director, Dublin Regional Authority.

The meeting addressed the establishment of the Dublin Transport Authority (DTA).  An Cathaoirleach Councillor Hand opened the meeting by listing the concerns of the Dublin Regional Authority to the proposed DTA to the Minister.  The members present posed the following additional comments and questions:-

· There are two main problems with DTA (1) same old people on it and (2) lack of democratic mandate

· By including a national remit will it dilute the functions of DTA?

· DTA should have teeth and have clear lines of authority

· It appears that public representatives are advising the experts instead of the other way round

· The DTA needs good leadership and also needs buy-in from local authorities and local representatives

· An Cathaoirleach of the DRA is elected by his/her piers, in the same way as An Taoiseach. In the interim period would the Minister consider appointing the Cathaoirleach of the Dublin Regional Authority as chair of the DTA?

The Minister responded to the questions and comments and made the following commitments:-

Local authority representation on the DTA 

· The prohibition on local authority involvement on the DTA can be removed and a representative of local government can be placed on the DTA, by the Minister, if the person nominated has sufficient expertise in transport.  He asked that the DRA consider this nomination and get back to him.

DTA as single entity

· There has been rivalry between the different transport agencies on many issues, e.g. integrating ticketing.  However, if all agencies were to be put into one body it would cause more delays because of issues such as pensions, etc.  Therefore, it was decided to leave them as they are and have the DTA act as an umbrella body over them to ensure delivery of projects.  The DTA can bang heads if necessary, whether Dublin Bus, the RPA or Bus Eireann.  The concept of bringing them together in one single entity may be looked at at a later date.

Expertise of ordinary people on DTA

· The Minister agreed that the members of the DTA should have particular expertise in transport.  He stated he may put people on the DTA from outside the jurisdiction if that provides the much needed expertise.  If DRA has any suggestions in this matter, the Minister will look at them.

Advisory Committee  

· The Minister considers 9 public representatives out of 23, which is 40%, to be adequate.  However, he is not wedded to this figure if agreement on the ultimate numbers can be sought by the members of the Seanad and the local authorities.  The national remit of the Authority is coming up for discussion before the summer and he would prefer that representation is looked at from a regional perspective.  

Land use and transport 

· Land use and transport is linked for the first time which is an important and positive step.  City & County Development Plans will have to have a major transport element to them.  This will allow for a more influential and important role for local authorities in transport planning as each local authority will prepare its own Transport Plan and submit it for approval of the DTA.  The DTA may make amendments to it and if there is conflict between the local authorities and the DTA plan it will go to Minister for Transport for resolution.  If land use is the conflicting issue it will go to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for resolution.  

Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs)

· RPGs will have to be respected from now on regarding transport policy, which gives the RPGs more of a key role.

Chair of DTA 

· Mr. Tom Mulcahy is the interim chair of the DTA.  Minister Gormley is bringing forward legislation and nothing can be done by the Minister for Transport which prevents the Directly Elected Mayor.

Role of City & County Councils

· Role of City & County Councils will not be usurped by the DTA.  But if the Councils fail to perform their roles in relation to transport, the DTA can take over, just like to can with other agencies.  The DTA has the ultimate sanction.

Private operators

· The 1932 Act needs to be amended regarding licensing.  Licensing of PSO routes will be a matter for DTA.  New routes, when agreed by DTA, will go to tender.  The DTA, when it is set up, will be the Licensing Body. 

National transport authority 

· The DTA is a good model, in a national context efforts will be made to keep most of this in tact.

White lines on footpaths

At the end of the meeting Councillor Dermot Lacey on behalf of his colleague Councillor Mary Freehill asked the Minister to reconsider his Departments view on a previous suggestion she had made. The proposal would allow a Local Authority under specific conditions to paint a white line along a footpath on narrow streets and limited parking options on which cars could legally park up to the white line. Councillor Lacey said he supported this request and that it would provide a safe and inexpensive way of dealing with a particular problem in many inner suburban areas. The Minister agreed to come back to the DRA on this matter. 

Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Dermot Lacey, seconded by Councillor Gerry Horkan and RESOLVED:
“That the elected representation on the Advisory Council of the Dublin Transport Authority should be increased to 10 members, (i.e. 5 from each Regional Authority), and the nominations should be made by the respective Regional Authorities.”
It was AGREED that a letter issue to the Minister in this regard with a copy sent to the Senators.

It was further AGREED that the Dublin Regional Authority at its next meeting would consider nominating an elected representative to the DTA and would further consider the possible nomination of ‘ordinary members’ to the DTA, as suggested by the Minister.
04/09

Meeting with EU Maritime Commission (DG Mare)
The Director informed the members that a meeting was held in the offices of the Dublin Regional Authority on 27th January, 2009 with the EU Commission’s DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE).
The following members of DR MARE were present:-

Mr. Reinhard Priebe, Director Atlantic, outermost regions and Arctic in DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE), and his team:

· Mr. Eddy Hartog (27/1), Head of Unit,

· Ms. Anne-France Woestyn, from unit C1-Maritime Policy 
Ms. Fuensanta Candela, Head of Unit, 

· Mr. Kenneth Patterson, from unit C1-Fisheries conservation and control 
Ms. Veronika Veits, Head of Unit, and 

· Mr. Anthony Lancaster, from unit C3-Structural actions

Representing Dublin at this meeting were:

Councillor Bronwen Maher, Chair of the Dublin Bay Task Force; Ms. Patricia Potter, Dublin Regional Authority; Mr. Eugene Nixon, Marine Institute and Ms. Emer Connolly, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. 
The meeting was requested by Mr. Priebe to discuss the work of the Authority on maritime issues.  At the outset of the meeting Mr. Priebe informed the meeting that there is a re-organisation in the Commission and DG MARE is dealing with fisheries, maritime policy, surveillance, marine spatial planning, knowledge, etc.  He stated that maritime policy is to be shaped in an integrated and holistic way.  He further stated that he had difficulty finding a counter-part in Ireland to discuss this country’s maritime issues and he hoped that the Irish Government would soon organise itself and develop a maritime counter-part to discuss maritime issues with the Commission.
In the meantime, Mr. Priebe wished to know what the Dublin Regional Authority was doing in the area of maritime issues particularly, the establishment of an Irish Sea Platform and the development of integrated coastal zone management in Dublin Bay.  
The Director of the Dublin Regional Authority presented details of the up-to-date position on the development of an Irish Sea Platform and Councillor Bronwen Maher, Chair of the Dublin Bay Task Force presented details of its work todate.
Following the presentations, the representatives of DG MARE made the following comments:
· There is a need to bring stakeholders from all strands into the Irish Sea Platform, especially fisheries;

· National government should also be advised and included;
· The Irish Sea Platform could be considered as a DG MARE pilot project;

· DG MARE wish to benchmark the activities of other regions in the area of maritime activities and the Irish Sea Project and the Dublin Bay projects would benefit from this benchmarking exercise;
· An atlas of the sea is being developed by DG MARE which needs regional data;

· The Irish Sea project and the Dublin Bay project should be presented at one of the DG MARE workshops in the coming weeks.  The issues to be discussed could include the reasons for the co-operation, the main areas of co-operation, the benefits and problems of the co-operation and the future potentials and challenges.

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Irish Sea project and the Dublin Bay project would be presented at a workshop of DG MARE in the coming weeks.

It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Hand that he and Councillor Maher should attend the DG MARE workshop.  Following discussion this proposal was AGREED.
05/09
National Development Plan – Monitoring Committee - Update
An Cathaoirleach informed the members that he attended a meeting of the NDP Monitoring Committee and copies of the presentation made by the Department of Finance on the 2009 spending of the NDP was circulated to the members.
Following discussion it was AGREED that a letter should issue to the Minister for Finance regarding the NDP signage which is erected at the sites of public capital works.  Due to the size of these signs, the members are concerned at the cost associated with them and the environmental impacts of them on the landscape.   Given that the NDP 2007-2013 is funded by exchequer funds only and has no EU funded stream, the Dublin Regional Authority considers that such signage is unnecessary and that the practice of placing these signs should be stopped immediately.  
The members further AGREED that the Minister for Finance and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government be written to and asked if it is necessary for local authorities/regional authorities, when undertaking public tenders, to place expensive advertisements in the public press, given the high costs associated.  Perhaps utilising websites, local free press and other free-media sources would suffice.
06/09

Cathaoirleach’s Business

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Hand requested the members to consider changing the time of the March, April and May monthly DRA meetings due to the elections.
Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Hamill, seconded by Councillor Hand and RESOLVED:

“That the March and April meetings take place at the usual time (i.e. 6.30pm) and that the May meeting be cancelled.”
07/09

Motions

There was no business under this heading.
08/09

Correspondence

There was no business under this heading.

09/09

Conferences


There was no business under this heading.

10/09

Any Other Business

There was no business under this heading.

Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority will take place at the earlier date of 10th March, 2009 due to St. Patrick’s Day.
