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Dublin Regional Authority

Údaras Reigiunda Átha Cliath

Minutes of joint Meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority and the Operational Committee held on Tuesday, 17th November, 2009 in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Dublin 2, at 6.30pm

	PRESENT:
	

	Dublin Regional Authority
	Operational Committee

	Cllr. Paddy Bourke
	

	Cllr. Peter Coyle
	

	Cllr. Sean Crowe
	

	Cllr. Aidan Culhane
	

	Cllr. Anne Devitt
	

	Cllr. Dessie Ellis
	

	Cllr. Stephen Fitzpatrick
	

	Cllr. Mary Freehill
	

	Cllr. Peggy Hamill
	

	Cllr. Gerry Horkan
	

	Cllr. Kevin Humphreys
	

	Cllr. Vincent Jackson
	

	Cllr. Pamela Kearns
	

	Cllr. Sean Kenny
	

	Cllr. Dermot Lacey
	

	Cllr. Brian Lawlor
	

	Cllr. Ruairi McGinley
	

	Cllr. May McKeon
	

	Cllr. Gus O’Connell
	

	Cllr. Larry O’Toole
	

	Cllr. Barry Saul
	

	Cllr. Eamonn Walsh
	


Officers Present:  Ms. Patricia Potter, Director, Mr. Joe Horan, Designated Manager and Ms. Sandra Bolton, Staff Officer
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Lord Mayor, Councillor Emer Costello; and Cllrs. Ciaran Byrne, Christy Burke, and Neale Richmond.
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mary Freehill presided.

64/09

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Meeting held on 20th October, 2009 were ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
65/09

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
66/09

Dublin Regional Economic Action Plan
The following regional initiatives as part of the Dublin Regional Economic Action Plan were discussed:-
(a)
Innovation Dublin

An interim report on the activities of Innovation Dublin week, which was held throughout the Dublin city & county area from 14th to 20th October 2009, was NOTED. 

Following discussion it was AGREED that the final report of the activities of this initiative should be accompanied by details of the associated costs.
(b)
Developing an Enterprise Strategy for the Dublin Region 
The report on Developing an Enterprise Strategy for the Dublin Region, copies of which were circulated with the agenda, was presented by the Director.
The following comments were made within the discussion:-

· The involvement and co-operation of central government in a Dublin Enterprise Forum is imperative
· The activities of the Forum should be action focused

· The Forum needs to be a mechanism by which members can express views openly

· Finance Dublin subgroup is a practical aspect of the Forum

· Terms of reference should be drawn up to address the membership of the Forum

· The Forum should be strategic and not try to duplicate the structures and work at local level

(c)
Intervention in relation to Intellectual Enterprise Zone
Mr. Joe Horan, Designated Manager made a presentation to the members on a pilot project which is in operation in South Dublin County targeting unemployed with high, medium and low skills.
The following comments were made within the discussion:-

· Regional roll-out of this project is needed
· 80% of unemployed are left to their own devices, there is a need to reverse this trend

· Local authorities should act as mentors to the unemployed where appropriate

· If this initiative is seen as a training mechanism, it might cause problems for those who think they will lose their job seekers allowance, this should be resolved to enable more interest.                         

· When can the other local authorities adopt this project

· This initiative is in excellent opportunity to put people on an equal par in training
· Can this initiative be linked into the sports initiative

Following discussion it was AGREED that the presentation would be send to all members of the Authority for information.

Irish Sea Regions Platform – Workshop 
Committee of Regions 

Report by Councillor John Lahart, CoR member (report attached)

Webcasting of Regional Authority meetings (verbal report at meeting)

PURPLE Network – report of General Assembly 
Verbal report by Councillor May McKeon, PURPLE representative

Cathaoirleach’s Business

International Benchmarking Consortium –  verbal report of conference in Barcelona 

Motion:  Health and Safety at Work Act 2005

Councillor Sean Crowe

That this Regional Authority while recognizing the importance of Health and Safety at work and the need to provide a safe working environment for all Local Authority employees and contracting staff engaged in work on live roads adjacent to or close to traffic and with due regard to the safety of the general public, and that it is also necessary for Local Authorities to be able to continue to provide and maintain services in a safe and efficient manner, publicly calls for:

“An immediate review of the implications involved in the new interpretation and the effects caused by the full implementation of the Health and Safety at Work Act 2005, the various improvement plans and the Ashbourne Agreement Document in order to ascertain the real costs and identify those services which are adversely effected or not being provided, as a result of the cost and resource implications in attempting to carry out these new functions.”

European Matters 

EU Bulletin (copy attached)

Correspondence

Conferences


Any Other Business

Date of next meeting 
Next meeting will take place on Tuesday 15th December, 2009 and will be a joint meeting with the Mid-East Regional Authority to discuss the Draft report of the Review of the Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area 2010-2022

