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Dublin Regional Authority

Údaras Reigiunda Átha Cliath

Minutes of joint Meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority and the Operational Committee held on Tuesday, 20th October, 2009 in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Dublin 2, at 6.30pm

	PRESENT:
	

	Dublin Regional Authority
	Operational Committee

	Cllr. Paddy Bourke
	

	Cllr. Tom Brabazon
	

	Cllr. Christy Burke
	

	Cllr. Peter Coyle
	

	Cllr. Anne Devitt
	

	Cllr. Dessie Ellis
	

	Cllr. Mary Freehill
	

	Cllr. Gerry Horkan
	

	Cllr. Kevin Humphreys
	

	Cllr. Sean Kenny
	

	Cllr. Dermot Lacey
	

	Cllr. Brian Lawlor
	

	Cllr. Ray McAdam
	

	Cllr. Ruairi McGinley
	

	Cllr. May McKeon
	

	Cllr. Gus O’Connell
	

	Cllr. Larry O’Toole
	

	Cllr. Neale Richmond
	

	Cllr. Barry Saul
	


Officers Present:  Ms. Patricia Potter, Director, Mr. Joe Horan, Designated Manager and Ms. Sandra Bolton, Staff Officer
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Lord Mayor, Councillor Emer Costello; and Cllrs. Ciaran Byrne, Sean Crowe, Aidan Culhane, Stephen Fitzpatrick and Vincent Jackson.
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mary Freehill presided.

50/09

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 15th September, 2009 were ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
51/09

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
52/09

Appointment of representatives to the Regional Drugs Task Force 
The Director informed the members that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requested that the Dublin Regional Authority nominate representatives to the 3 Regional Drugs Task Forces (RDTF) of the Dublin region.

The Dublin Regional Authority at previous meetings nominated members to the Regional Drugs Task Force and AGREED to deferred the remaining appointments to this meeting.

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mary Freehill called for nomination however, none were made.  Following discussion it was AGREED that the Director would write to members of the Authority requesting nominations and the results would be brought to the next meeting.
53/09
Irish Sea Regions Platform – Stakeholder Workshop 
The Director informed the meeting that it is proposed to hold a workshop for stakeholders on the setting up of an Irish Sea Regions Platform and circulated a draft programme for their attention.  Within the discussion, the following comments made –
· The workshop must involve and include members of the Dublin Regional Authority;

· Co-operation should be made with the City of the Isles;

· This workshop is an opportunity to build links with the DoEHLG and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government should be asked to open this event;
· Dublin Tourism and Commission of Irish Lights should invited to attend;

· Cruising in Isle of Man should be considered;

· Members of the City and County Councils should be invited to attend.

54/09

Webcasting of Regional Authority meetings 
The Director informed the members that the cost associated with webcasting the Authority meetings is €5,500 per annum, which relates to €330 per meeting for webcasting facilities and €150 per meeting for technical assistance.

Following discussion it was AGREED that the Director (1) investigate podcasting, (2) undertake negotiations with Dublin City Council as to the cost of webcasting and (3) report back to the next meeting.  
55/09

Greening Dublin’s Fleet – DRA Position Paper 
A Position Paper on Greening Dublin’s Fleet, copies of which were circulated with the agenda, was NOTED.  Following discussion it was AGREED that the Director collect further information, from the four local authorities, on the obstacles to greening public fleet and the opportunities.
56/09
Committee of Regions (CoR)– Irish Delegation 
At the request of the members, Mr. John Crowley, Support Officer with the CoR Irish Delegation attended the meeting and provided the members with a brief synopsis of the work, make-up and functions of CoR.
Following discussion it was AGREED that a letter should be send to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that the Dublin Region have two appointees to the Committee of the Regions for the next mandate, based on the population of the region.
It was further AGREED that EU matters be placed on every agenda as a headed item.

57/09
International Regions Benchmarking Consortium – 2009 Conference

A report, which was circulated with the agenda, informed the members that the Dublin Regional Authority is a partner in an international benchmarking consortium and highlighted the fact that a conference will be held in November 2009 in Barcelona on the topic of Creativity and Talent in an Urban Environment.
A delegation from the Dublin Region will attend this event, including, Chambers of Commerce, Dublin Tourism, Microsoft and DCU and DIT.  An Cathaoirleach Councillor Freehill will represent the Dublin Regional Authority.

This report was NOTED.

58/09

PURPLE (Peri-Urban) Network – 2009 General Assembly 
A report, which was circulated with the agenda, informed the members that the Dublin Regional Authority is a member of the PURPLE network and stated that a conference and general assembly will take place on 12th and 13th November in Brussels at which Councillor May McKeon will attend
59/09

Cathaoirleach’s Business

There was no business under this heading
60/09

Motions
There was no business under this heading

61/09
Correspondence

There was no business under this heading

62/09
Conferences


There was no business under this heading

63/09

Any Other Business

The Regional Enterprise Strategy was highlighted and the members were informed that this matter will be discussed at the next meeting.
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority will take place on Tuesday 17th November, 2009.
