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Dublin Regional Authority

Údaras Reigiunda Átha Cliath

Minutes of joint Meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority and the Operational Committee held on Tuesday, 15TH September, 2009 in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, Dublin 2, at 6.30pm

	PRESENT:
	

	Dublin Regional Authority
	Operational Committee

	Cllr. Tom Bradazon
	

	Cllr. Christy Burke
	

	Cllr. Ciaran Byrne
	

	Cllr. Peter Coyle
	

	Cllr. Sean Crowe
	

	Cllr. Aidan Culhane
	

	Cllr. Anne Devitt
	

	Cllr. Dessie Ellis
	

	Cllr. Stephen Fitzpatrick
	

	Cllr. Peggy Hamill
	

	Cllr. Gerry Horkan
	

	Cllr. Kevin Humphreys
	

	Cllr. Vincent Jackson
	

	Cllr. Sean Kenny
	

	Cllr. Dermot Lacey
	

	Cllr. Brian Lawlor
	

	Cllr. Ruairi McGinley
	

	Cllr. May McKeon
	

	Cllr. Larry O’Toole
	

	Cllr. Neale Richmond
	

	Cllr. Barry Saul
	

	Cllr. Eamonn Walsh
	


Officers Present:  Ms. Patricia Potter, Director, Mr. Joe Horan, Designated Manager and Ms. Sandra Bolton, Staff Officer
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Lord Mayor, Councillor Emer Costello; An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mary Freehill and Cllrs. Paddy Bourke, Claire Byrne and Ray McAdam.
An Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Dessie Ellis presided.

38/09

apologies from an cathaoirleach
An Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Dessie Ellis extended the apologies of An Cathaoirleach Councillor Freehill for her inability to attend this meeting. 

39/09

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 21st July, 2009 were ADOPTED and APPROVED. 
40/09

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
41/09

budget 2010
The Budgets for 2010 (a) the Dublin Regional Authority and (b) the Regional Planning Guidelines, copies of which were circulated with the agenda, were discussed.  

It was proposed by Councillor Dermot Lacey, seconded by Councillor Kevin Humphreys and RESOLVED:-

“That the 2010 Budgets for (a) Dublin Regional Authority and (b) the Regional Planning Guidelines be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

42/09

DRA’s Response to the Special Group on Public Service Numbers and Expenditure Programmes (McCarthy Report)
The DRA’s response document to the McCarthy Report, copies of which were circulated with the agenda, was considered together with correspondence dated 25th August, 2009 from Minister John Gormley in connection with regional governance.

Following discussion, it was AGREED to NOTE the report and to seek a meeting with the Minister to discuss the issue of the directly elected Mayor for Dublin in advance of legislation being drafted.  

43/09
Appointment of representatives to the Regional Drugs Task Force
The Director informed the members that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requested that the Dublin Regional Authority nominate representatives to the 3 Regional Drugs Task Forces (RDTF) of the Dublin region.

The Dublin Regional Authority at its AGM in July nominated members to the Regional Drugs Task Force and AGREED to deferred the remaining appointments to the September meeting.

An Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Dessie Ellis called for nomination and the following were made:-

Northern Area RDTF – 2 further nominees required:-

It was proposed by Councillor Peggy Hamill and seconded by Councillor Gerry Horkan– that Councillor May McKeon be nominated to this RDTF.

It was further proposed by Councillor Ciaran Byrne and seconded by Councillor Ruairi McGinley – that Councillor Anne Devitt be nominated to this RDTF also.

There were no further nominations at this stage and An Leas Cathaoirleach stated that the reminder of the nominations would be deferred to the next meeting of the Authority.  
In the meantime, the following Councillors would represent the Dublin Regional Authority on the RDTFs:-

	RDTF
	Representative of the Dublin Regional Authority

	East Coast Area RDTF  (2 representatives)


	Councillor Stephen Fitzpatrick 



	Northern Area RDTF  (4 representatives)


	Councillor Sean Kenny
Councillor Larry O’Toole

Councillor May McKeon

Councillor Anne Devitt


	South Western Area RDTF 

(2 representatives)  


	Councillor Pamela Kearns



44/09

Dublin Bay Task Force – work to-date 
The Director presented the members with details of the work of the Dublin Bay Task Force since its establishment in May 2008 to date and circulated a written report at the meeting.
With the discussion the following comments were:

· The Task Force should consider how it will address the Natura 2000 issues having regard to the fact that Dublin Bay area is a living city-region

· There is a need for a single authority for Dublin Bay in order to treat the Bay as one entity

· The proposed directly elected Mayor for Dublin should chair the Dublin Bay Task Force

· The upcoming Planning and Development Act should set the legislative framework for planning of Dublin Bay

· Bearing in mind that Portmarnock is included in the Task Force map of the Bay, this matter should be address with Fingal County Council
· The Dublin Port proposals should be brought to the DRA at a future meeting.

Following discussion the report was NOTED.
45/09
Cathaoirleach’s Business

There was no business under this heading
46/09

notice of Motions
Webcasting of DRA meetings
It was proposed by Councillor Ciaran Byrne, seconded by Councillor Dermot Lacey and RESOLVED:-

“That this Authority resolves to web cast its meetings”.
Following discussion it was further AGREED that the Director report back to the Authority on the costs associated with this action.

47/09
Correspondence

Letter dated 25th August, 2009 from Minister John Gormley, in connection with regional governance was dealt with under item no. 4 – DRA;s response to the McCarthy Report.
48/09
Conferences


There was no business under this heading

49/09

Any Other Business

1. The members congratulated Councillor Dessie Ellis on his chairmanship of the meeting
2. It was AGREED that the Dublin-based officer of the Committee of the Regions Irish Delegation would attend the next meeting to discuss the work of the Committee of Regions.

3. It was AGREED to write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting the all future nominations to the Committee of the Regions be made by the Regional Authorities.
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Dublin Regional Authority will take place on Tuesday 20th October, 2009.
