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Dublin Regional Authority

Mainscourt,

23 Main Street,

Swords,

Co. Dublin.

Ph: 01-8074482

F:  01-8901355

24th July, 2008
To all interested persons/groups
I write to you today as the Chair of this newly established Dublin Bay Task Force, which has been set up following a mandate from Mr. John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to the Dublin Regional Authority.

The geographical area of Dublin Bay for the remit of the Task Force will encompass the full Bay area from Howth Head to Dalkey including the port areas of Dublin and Dun Laoghaire.  
Organisations represented on the Task Force include, Dublin City Council and the counties of Fingal and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown; the Dublin Docklands Development Authority; the Departments of Transport and Environment, Heritage & Local Government; the Dublin Port Company and Dun Harbour Company; Coastwatch and Dublin Bay Watch.
The first meeting of this Task Force took place on 16th July, 2008 and discussed, among other things, the preparation of a draft Master Plan for Dublin Bay and new institutional arrangements for Coastal Zone Management of the Bay area.
As Chair of the Task Force, it is my hope that, subject to the Minister’s agreement, a Master Plan can be put to international tender before the end of this year.  In an effort to fulfil this wish, the Dublin Bay Task Force will prepare a detailed Request for Tender which will include quite precise Terms of Reference for this project. 
It is my intention to involve all interested parties in the process of preparing a Master Plan and as part of a stakeholder consultation process I hereby invite you to submit your views for inclusion in the preparation of terms of reference for a master plan for Dublin Bay.
Submissions should be made in writing by Wednesday 27th August, 2008 at 4.00pm to the Dublin Regional Authority at the above address or by email to info@dra.ie 

I look forward to receiving your comments.
Yours sincerely,

Bronwen Maher, m.c.c
Chair,

Dublin Bay Task Force

The terms of reference drawn up for the taskforce by the Minister includes:
· an analysis of the Bay area as a multi-functional resource of the city, including consideration of both the landside and waterside uses of the area;

· an in-depth examination of the potential impact of climate change on the Bay area (including storm surges, rising sea levels, flooding etc.) and consideration of the possible measures to mitigate those risks;

· considers the future role of Dublin and Dún Laoghaire Ports, including the scope for expanding reducing or removing the existing Dublin Port facilities over time, taking full account of the Dublin Port Study which will be in preparation by the Department of Transport in parallel with the work of the Task Force.  Sustainable re-development or re-use of the port lands should also be considered;

· an analysis of the impact of other economic activities and other harbour and leisure activities;

· proposals for the extension/revision of existing amenity areas and wildlife conservation areas including the re-designation of the Dublin Bay SPA;

· the preparation of guidelines on the future sustainable use of the Bay Area;

· is informed by ongoing liaison with a wider stakeholder forum with open membership; and

· is facilitated by the DRA’s or a dedicated website for the engagement of stakeholders and the general public.


