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Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008

Comments of the Dublin Regional Authority

The Dublin Regional Authority at its meeting on Tuesday 20th May, 2008 discussed the contents of the Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008 and, following discussion, agreed to submit to the Minister for Transport the following comments of its members for immediate consideration.
Comments on the Bill:-

1. The Dublin Regional Authority considers that the Bill, as presented, fails to bring together the different transport agencies in one single entity.
2. Section 14 sets out the membership of the Authority.  
There is no is elected representation on this Authority and Dublin Regional Authority herein proposes that at least one elected representative be placed on the Authority itself.
3. Section 14(2)(d) states the Authority shall consist of ...5 ordinary members …..with wide experience in the area of transport, land use and environmental matters… 
The words ‘wide experience’ seems insufficient in the context of ensuring that the Authority has the calibre of expertise required to perform its functions.  Therefore, the Dublin Regional Authority proposes that this section be strengthened to ensure that the expertise of this Authority is at the highest level.
4. Section 17 provides for the establishment of a Dublin Transport Authority Advisory Council.  
The title of this group implies that its comments or recommendation may/may not be taken on board by the Authority.  The Dublin Regional Authority recommends that this Council not be considered advisory and that its role and function be clearly set out. 
5. Section 17(4)(d) states that 2 members of the Dublin Regional Authority and 2 members of the Mid-East Regional Authority will be nominated to the Advisory Council.  
Four elected representatives from the GDA is not an acceptable level of public representation.  The Dublin Regional Authority hereby proposes that the Dublin Region alone should have, at a minimum, 4 members represented on this Council.
General Comments:-

· The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in its Green Paper on Local Government Reform proposes that the directly elected mayor will chair the Dublin Transport Authority, however, the timing of the two proposals is quite different.  The Dublin Regional Authority would like to know how the Department of Transport propose to address the chairmanship of the DTA in the interim period.
· The Bill dissolves the DTO but does not provide for any dissolution of the key transport agencies.  The Dublin Regional Authority would like to see a list of these agencies together with details of their future status.
· It appears that the DTA will usurp some of the roles of the city and county councils.  The Dublin Regional Authority hereby requests that it receive clarification of the proposed co-ordination between the Dublin Transport Authority and the 7 local authorities.
· The Bill makes no mention of the private transport sector involvement on the DTA which, in the opinion of the Dublin Regional Authority, would provide much needed competition in the sector.
23rd May, 2008
Dublin Regional Authority, Mainscourt, 23 Main Street, Swords, Co. Dublin


