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Dublin Regional Authority
1.
Establishment & Statutory Remit
1.1
The Authority, comprising 30 elected members, was established under the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1991 (Regional Authorities) (Establishment) Order, 1993. The functional area of the Authority covers the four local authority areas of Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council, South Dublin County Council and Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council. 

The Dublin Region occupies an area of 92,200 hectares and has a population of (per 2002 Census) 1.122m.   
1.2
The Authority has the primary role in promoting co-ordination in the provision of public services in the region, including the promotion of co-operation and joint action between local authorities, public authorities and other bodies.  

The Authority has responsibility to review the provision of public services and the overall development needs of the region.  In addition the Authority has the responsibility to provide proposals, advice, information and recommendations to Government for the purposes of plans and programmes relating to EU assistance and to review the implementation of measures for which EU assistance is made available.

2.
Objectives of the regional authority
2.1
Having regard to the provisions of the Establishment Order, which set out the powers, functions and duties of Regional Authorities and matters to which Regional Authorities shall have regard, the Dublin Regional Authority has the following objectives, the implementation of which form the basis of this Programme of Work:

2.1.1
Promote co-ordination in the provision of public services in the Dublin region.

2.1.2
Promote co-ordination and, where appropriate, co-operation, joint action, joint arrangements, agreements, communication and consultation between the local authorities and the other public authorities in the region.

2.1.3
Promote co-ordination, consistency and compatibility with the programmes, plans, policies, proposals and objectives of Central Government or any Government Minister.

2.1.4
Promote consideration by public authorities of the implications for, or the effects of their decisions, activities or services, on the region as a whole.

2.1.5
Review the overall development needs of the region and make statements as considered appropriate in relation to same.

2.1.6
Review the Development Plans of the local authorities in the region, and in the adjoining regions as appropriate, with a view to promoting consistency and a regard for the development requirements of the region. 
2.1.7
Prepare a Regional Economic Strategy and Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area acting jointly with the Mid-East Regional Authority and in consultation with planning authorities and other statutory agencies. 
2.1.8
Keep under review the provision of public services in or relating to or 
affecting the region. 
2.1.9
Make statements as appropriate on matters relating to the functions of the Authority as may be requested by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government or a constituent authority. 
2.1.10
Promote the objective of achieving uniform regional boundaries as far as practicable for all public services. 
2.1.11
Provide such proposals, recommendations, advice or information as may be required by the Minister for Finance or by any other Minister in connection with the preparation of any plan, programme or other measure for the purpose of making or supporting an application to the European Union for financial assistance. 
2.1.12
Review, at the request of the Minister for Finance, the implementation in the region of measures in respect of which financial assistance is made available by the European Union. 
2.1.13
Review, in accordance with such terms, conditions, procedures or requirements that may be specified by the Minister for Finance, the operation of the Community Support Framework for Ireland as respects the region and having regard to the development needs of the region. 
2.1.14
Promote links and co-operation with the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly, and provide such support as may be required to the Dublin Regional Authority members on the Assembly, with respect to the powers, functions and duties of the Regional Assembly. 
3.
Strategy and Action of the Dublin Regional Authority
3.1
In discharging its statutory remit and responsibilities, and in pursuance of its objectives, the Authority will continually implement the following actions:

3.1.1
Foster and encourage the development of a Regional identity.  The Authority will strive to be a strong voice for the region and continue to play a key role in unifying and harnessing the efforts of local and public authorities and community organisations for the well-being of the Dublin region.

3.1.2
Promote, through consultation, co-ordination and co-operation, the development of the following sectoral elements in the region and its economy:

· Urban Renewal and Urban & Rural Development.

· Industry and services.

· Research and Technology Development.

· Tourism.

· Access to and the development of Transport Infrastructure.

· Water Supply, Sanitary, Waste Management and other services.

· Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development.

· Coastal Protection.

· Human Resources, Health, Education and Training and the enhancement of third level educational facilities in the region.

· Physical and natural amenities, archaeological and historic heritage,

· Cultural resources, arts facilities and the crafts sector.

· Information and Communications Technology and the Information Society.

3.1.3
Co-operate with, and promote co-ordination of activities of, public service providers and other agencies, including City/County Development Boards, City/County Enterprise Boards, Leader Group, Area Development Partnerships, etc.

3.1.4
Review the economic and development needs of the region and promote the region’s case for continued development and investment to ensure the region can compete with other European city-regions and globally.  The Authority will continue to press the region’s case with Government. Moreover, the Authority will work to ensure that the development needs and priorities of Dublin are addressed in the implementation of the current and future National Development Plans.

3.1.5 Promote and press the need for continued investment in, and improvement of, the region’s strategic road and rail networks and port access routes in consultation and co-operation with the constituent local authorities and the DTO.

3.1.6 
Consult and co-operate with the national and regional economic promotion agencies in the effective promotion of the Dublin region and promote the region as an attractive location for continued and enhanced further inward investment. 

3.1.7
Support and promote the case for enhanced educational achievement for all citizens of the Dublin region, especially those socially excluded.

3.1.8
The Authority will provide a strong and effective voice articulating the deficiencies and needs of the Dublin region.  It will present the region’s case to Government and state agencies and will develop and promote links with the region’s public representatives in the Oireachtas, the European Parliament and the EU Committee of the Regions. 

3.1.9
The Authority will provide information on its policies, objectives and activities through effective communication with local and public authorities and with the general public through its website (www.dra.ie), the media, publications, information seminars and other appropriate means.

3.1.6 Act as Secretariat to the Irish Delegation to the EU Committee of the Regions and continue to liaise, consult, assist, support and co-operate with the Member and Alternate Member to enhance participation in the EU policy process.

3.1.7 Act as Secretariat to the Irish Regions Office (IRO) which was established in 2000 as a Brussels based resource for sub-national government in Ireland.  In 2003 the IRO was expanded by the recruitment of a Policy and Information Office. 
3.1.8 Promote and participate in relevant EU Initiatives and Programmes for the benefit of the region.

3.1.9
Acting jointly with the Mid-East Regional Authority and in consultation with the constituent local authorities implement and monitor the Regional Planning Guidelines Greater Dublin Area 2004-2016 in accordance with the provisions of the Planning and Development Act, 2000.

3.1.10
Review and monitor, through the Authority’s EU Operational Committee the implementation of the National Development Plan and the Community Support Framework for Ireland 2000 - 2006, the Cohesion Fund and the Community Initiatives in the Dublin region.  Provide proposals, advice, information and recommendations to the Minister for Finance or other Ministers in connection with the C.S.F. or other EU assistance programmes.

4.
Implementation & Resources

4.1 
The Authority will carry out its functions and its Work Programme having regard to the general welfare and development of the Region, including -

· its physical, economic, social, demographic, infrastructural and environmental characteristics; 
· its development potential and the protection and improvement of its environmental, heritage and cultural resources including arts facilities;
· the programmes, plans, policies, proposals and objectives of central Government and any Government Minister and of local authorities and other relevant public authorities;
· the resources that are available, or are likely to be available, for the provision of public services and the need to secure the most beneficial, effective and efficient use of such resources;
· the implications for other regions of the services of public authorities in or relating to the region.

4.2 
The Authority will implement this Programme of Work within the resources available under its adopted Estimate of Expenditure and Receipts for the current and such other resources as may be available to it during the year.
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